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 Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce 
 
Fairbanks Chamber – thank You for the opportunity to present the State of the University. 
 
I want to acknowledge that across the state, our universities reside on the ancestral homelands 
of Alaska’s many and diverse Indigenous nations, who have been stewards of this land for time 
immemorial. 
 
I’d like to recognize Regents, Foundation Directors, and local elected officials who are here 
today. Thank you for your support. 
 
I especially want to recognize UA’s faculty and staff across the state for their hard work and 
tenacity. You’ve been flexible and innovative. You’ve found new ways of reaching and engaging 
our students to deliver high-quality education. Students, employers, and communities across 
Alaska appreciate your passion – as do I. 
 
To all of you watching: whether you realize it or not, you are our partners. You live here. You 
work here. You want the best for your community. In doing so you’re investing in future 
generations of Alaskans. We all want a prosperous and vibrant state. And your support – 
directly and indirectly – helps us empower Alaska.  Thank you. 
 
I’m honored to lead the University of Alaska – our state’s public higher education system. That’s 
our three universities – UAA, UAF, and UAS – and their associated community campuses, 
serving our state from Ketchikan to Kotzebue. 
 
Each university is unique: 
• UAF is Alaska’s premier Research University. 
• UAA is our comprehensive university, and the primary healthcare workforce provider for 

the state. 
• And UAS is our regional university in a remarkable location, with a growing emphasis on 

undergraduate ocean science, mariculture, and maritime workforce that serves the 
Southeast economy. 

 
Each university provides a valuable and
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Today, we have 25,000 fewer working-age adults in Alaska compared to 2013. We are facing 
acute shortages in key sectors of our communities – 
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The Alaska Performance Scholarship, the state’s four-year merit scholarship, is 
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Alaska needs teachers, and through this pilot, advanced education training at all three of our 
universities will become more affordable and accessible. 
 
In the health occupations, there’s a similar stipend for clinical programs.  My thanks to the 
legislature for adding these two programs to the budget last year. 
 
Just an aside: UA-educated teachers go on to do amazing things. Alaska’s 2023 Teacher of the 
year and UAF Alum, Harlee Harvey, is one of five finalists for the national teacher of the year 
award. 
 
Much of the support that makes stories like Harlee’s possible comes from donations from 
organizations, community members, and alumni – all investing to educate Alaskans 
 
And that support has kept growing. Supported by the University of Alaska Foundation, our “for 
Alaska” campaign has exceeded $200 million in contributions from more than 18,000 donors. 
More than half of those were first-time donors. Over 300 new scholarship funds and 
endowments have been established. 
 
We’re grateful for every single dollar that comes in – because each one has the potential to 
change lives. 
 

I’d like to tell you about Carl Doutt. 
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Speaking of philanthropy – our third annual UA Giving Day begins tomorrow. 

 
If you're an alum of any of our institutions, I’d ask you today to consider donating - at a level 
that’s meaningful to you. The dollar amount doesn’t matter as much as the demonstration that 
you think the university is important to the future of our state.  The easy button is at 
givingday.alaska.edu. 
 
Thank you to those who have already participated – I see many of you in the room today. 

 

EMPOWERING WORLD-CLASS RESEARCH 

Earlier, I celebrated reaching a record for externally funded research. Last year, UA’s research in 
total was $182 million. UAF accounts for 89% of that. This funding is largely competitive. It 
comes to Alaska because of the quality faculty, and the focus and infrastructure built over 
decades. Our research strength is also key to diversifying our economy. 
 
In a few short years, I believe Alaska is positioned to be the first state in the nation to have a 
commercial drone industry. That’s because of UAF’s Center for Unmanned Aircraft Systems, 
ACUASI. Imagine what that could mean for shipping to villages or remote mines, or wildlife 
management? Or monitoring coastal erosion, the pipeline or wildfires? 

 
Under competitive federal programs, ACUASI has been focusing on these issues for more than a 
decade and it is paying off.  For the military, they have developed drone defense protocols that 
helped Ukraine against Russia. They are working with the FAA to test civilian airspace safety 
protocols. They recently tested a drone flight from Fairbanks International – communicating 
with the airport’s air traffic controllers just like any other pilot would. This is a first. 
 
We’re also developing programs to educate the first generation of drone pilots. 
 

Another example. 
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